CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Hellenism to Orientalism. Persia, however,
had been the main source of Eastern civilisa-
tion, at any rate since the Sassanid period :
the debt of Byzantine culture to Persia is
well known. Unfortunately no thorough
investigation has been made of these various
and important changes, but it is clear that
Persian civilisation sent its influence far
westward, at first directly and later through
the medium of Muhammedanism. The
same facts hold good with regard to the
diffusion of intellectual culture from Persia.
How far Persian ideas may have influenced
the development of Muhammedan and even
of Christian eschatology, we need not here
discuss : but the influence of the great
Grseco-Christian schools of Persia was enor-
mous : they made the Arabs acquainted
with the most important works in Greek
and Persian literature. To this fact was
due the wide influence of Islam upon
Christian civilisation, which is evidenced
even to-day by the numerous words of Arab
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